
Benalla Report – 2009     – Liz Eastwood  
 

The Queen’s birthday weekend in June this year saw 16 families, 49 people, from Knox and  
Sherbrooke LAC head to Benalla for a weekend of fun, relaxation and cross country competition. Many 
families took advantage of the non-point scoring Saturday to get away on the Friday afternoon. 
 

Friday 
We began the activities on Friday night with a video for the kids while the adults set up their sleeping quarters, 
had a quick tour of the facilities and relaxed with coffee and cake. 
 

Saturday 
More campers arrived throughout the day on Saturday and the activities got underway with ball games – 
poison ball, table tennis, basketball and some bike riding. After lunch the activities included mini golf, ropes 
course and hut building. It was great to see that all the kids got involved in the activities which were 
supervised by Jess and Mike Kerr, Deb Preston and Noel Eastwood. Prizes were given to the winners or most 
deserving in each activity. This was followed by a group bike ride around the premises which was enjoyed by 
adults and kids alike. 
 
Dinner that night was a pasta party with several different pastas and a choice of sauces – which were prepared 
by the 3 lovely ladies on dinner duty – who did a terrific job – chopping, stirring and cooking. Fruit salad and 
ice-cream was to follow. Yum! 
 
We then all set out with torches for a night walk around the trails on the property. A couple of possums were 
spotted along the way and no children were lost (that we know of). Around the camp fire that night we drank 
hot chocolates, ate fresh fruit and toasted marshmallows. 
 

Sunday 
Sunday was a day for running at the Benalla open day! When we arrived at the shooting range we set off  with 
the kids for a walk of the course. Although it was cold and cloudy it did not look as though it would rain. 
There were competitors from many clubs including Benalla , Ringwood, Albury, Shepparton and a large group 
from  Bacchus Marsh. There were Knox athletes competing in most races – some had up to 5 Knox athletes – 
37 athletes in all. The U9 girls 1500m was the only race where it rained – and it rained consistently for the 
whole race – and then stopped. We also had many Knox parents compete in the open 1500m and 3Km events.  
 
After much clapping and cheering during the presentations we headed back to our camp for a shower and a 
rest. The children all busied themselves preparing for the nights activities. 
 

        



Dinner was a barbecue, potatoes cooked in the fire and salads prepared and cooked by our duty parents 
followed by apple crumble and ice-cream all round. 

After dinner we prepared the hall for ‘Benalla’s Got Talent’ our talent quest. The kids had been preparing their 
acts all afternoon, had their props and costumes ready and were set to perform for us and the 3 wonderful 
judges - Sharyn "Marcia" Maggs, Chris "Dicko" Dunn and Steve "Mark" Morris and the master of ceremonies: 
Noel "MC Hammer" Eastwood. All winners are listed below: 

Benalla's Got Talent Winners  

Best Sound Effects: "Burping" by Mieke, Ashleigh and Emily 

Best Use of Instruments: “Violin”, by Jemma and Jasmine  

Best Drama: "Graham the First Aid Man" by Sam, Tahlia and Lisa 

Best Dancers: "Dancing" by Romanie and Emily 

Most Ingenious use of Technology: "LOL" by Joel, Adam, Xander and David 

Funniest Stuntmen: "The Jokers" by Ashley and Josh 

Most Environmental: "Koala Gets Saved" by Ashley, Emily and Mieke 

Most Magical: "Muddled Magic" by Annie, Beth, Emily and Jessie 

Best High Powered Dancing: "The Rock Stars" by Rachel and Chantelle 

The acts were all great and all very different and almost every kid was involved in an act. Next year we’ll try 
and get the adults to perform as well. 

 

Monday 

After a bit of a sleep in for some and a leisurely breakfast we all began the packing up and cleaning with 
everyone pitching in. The kids toasted the remaining marshmallows, gathered up and returned the bikes to the 
shed or completed a quick orienteering course. 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO CAME ALONG TO BENALLA 

 WE HAD A FANTASTIC TIME! 


